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I dear the ſacred Writings are; as alſo, how narrow and contracted 


I chro' his Sorrow or Indiſcretion 


"BR a Mirror & Piety and Induſtry ; ; he preach'd his Father-in-Law - 


2 2 Corinth. 1j. Verſe Wh. 


7 | Finally ly, Wanken farexbel: be perfect; be of goo 4 4 
NR "Contr; be of one Mind: live in Pence; and the 
God of Love and Tees foal be with vou. % 


4 TT T is with very ery great Reludance, that 1 appear in 
1 this Place upon this Occaſion; the Work, eſpe-- 
F DIE) Saf? at nn. time, muſt be harder than at other .. 
ö Scaſons, and the Province not fo inviting to me, 
1. as a dead Father is. the Occaſion of my ſpeaking + I 
Ito you from theſe Words. k 
| 91 had no Way left to chooſe for my ſei, unleſs, by an abſolute | 4 
IRefuſal, I had forc'd his ſurpriſing Relatives to look another 
Way, and trampled upon his laſt Deſires, as if there was nothing 
ſacred, obliging, or commanding in em. 3 
Conſidering, therefore, how extenſively Jarge, and profoundly 4 


Jour Proſpects are, as we ſee but in par t, and know but in part, 
ve are not ſofficient for theſe Thi Woch leſs when the Death 
Jot ſo near a Relation, ſo good und ind a Father, enamours the 
Opinions or Faculties of the Soul wWich its frozen and weighty a 
Arms. And, therefore, tho I muſt heeds be unequal to the 
Work, I hope, my Duty and Affection will make ſome Attone- 
I ment, that no Blame may be fix d upon the Choice of the Fa- 
cher, but upon the Weakneſs of the Son, of the 'SubjeQ, Sufferers 


4 It may ſcem ſtrange, thay this Employment als to my Share = 
I bur, as ſtrange as it maj; appear, Men, much greater and betten 
than my ſelf, have been ens engng d, when their Hearts muſt 
I fink upon every mention of their dear Friends deceas d; which.a 
Funeral Sermon may frequently call for. I ſhall trouble you witn 
but one Inſtance of this Nature, and that is Mr. Henry, who was 
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' and bis Mother-in-Law's Funeral Sermons; and that, which is 


. 


- 


194. * WAR 

tion of me with ſome, than the Argument of filial Duty andy 

D „ 
Having thus, in ſome Meaſure, apologized for my ſelf, I ſhall 


*  ther's Advice, in the Apoſtles Words, Finally, &c. 


cet; the Threats we have, V. 2. 10. the Advices we have, are 


- to Duties of Self Examination. V. 5. Sincerity, Unanimity and 
Peace, pfaying that they might be preſerved from Sin. V. 7. and | 
that as he had been prevented in his Purpoſe of ſeeing em, he 


gives em his concluding Bleſſing and Advice, not knowing, that 


-\ In apeculiar Manner, now recommended to us, by our deceas d 
Friend, who being dead, yet ſpeaketh and ſays, Finally, &c. 


I. I mall conſider the Apoſtle's affecting Valediction. 
II. The particular Heads of his very important Advice. 


nagement of our ſelves, in Submiſſion to it. 


faithful Diſcharge of his Duty. Aorvv, Finaly, (i. e.) 


+ © clude my Life, withont giving you my Advice; whic 
t in Sincerity follow'd, 'twill 


fort ; 


et more, his own Mother's, as may be ſeen in his Life: Pure 
* 5 Inſtance may poſſibly be a better Vindicz- 


proceed to make ſome Improvement of our dead Friend and Fa- 


LY > 


This Chapter is mixt with Apoſtolical Threatnings and Advi- + 


be ſhould ſce em, or write to em any more: Which Advice con- 
| cerngus, as well as them; recommended to after Ages by the now |, 
{+ dead Apoſtle, fiom the Authority of our once dying Lord; and, 


1 ſhall, therefore, in the Profecutjon of theſe Words, attempt | 


1. I ſhall confider the Apoſtle's affecting Valediction. [Fnaly, 
| Brethren, farewel.) His Opinion, Deſites and Prayers, were for 
their Welfare and Happineſs; notwithſtanding all the Stains he 
7. faw among em, or any Sharpneſs he had uſed towards em, in the 
I :an't 
+ © conclude my Epiſtle, without giving vou my Bleſſing, or con- 
; | Y if it be 
| for the Comfort of your own _ 
&. Souls, the Glory of God, and the Felicity of his Church. 
Ihe Original Word ſignifies a Reminder, and implieth, that 
pet there remained one neceſſary Point to be deliver'd befcre he 
made an End. Vide Crit. Sacr. 160. I his neceſſary Point was his 
Mk aff-Qonate Wiſhes and wile Advice, ſor your Dire gion and Com- 


rr, .o* oa 


UI. The ſhining Privileglge which ſucceeds the amiable Ma. 
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s | fort; knowing, perhaps, thit his Departure was at Hand; av © 
e | 2 Tim. 4. 6. And, 2s our deceas'd Friend devolved the Charge 
- | of managing theſe Words on me, for the Advantage of Survivors, * 
& |} we are to look upon them as his Wins Charge and Adivce untg 
us: And, tis as much as if he had ſaid, (as Jacob ſtrengthning 
I} | himſelf upon his dying Bed. Gen. 48. 2.) I am going the Way 
| © of all the Earth; I ſhall, in a few Days, be gathered to my Fa-+ ;; 
Athers; but I wiſh you well, my Care and Concern is for your 
-e Peace and Proſperity after I am gone; and, therefore, thus 1 
e | © lend you the Help of my dying Prayers, and the Aſſiſtance of 
e 
| With an Eye more particular to this Application, T ſhall do 
I theſe two Things. 7 3 „„ 4 
A 1. Conſider the Character of the Perſons concerned in the Vale. 
2. Conſider the Subſtance of the Valediftion itſelf, . N 
1. I am to conſider the Perſons concern d in their Character, 
and they are Brethren. As we have all a general Union in Chrift ; 
Jour Head; as we are all allied to him; as we are all equally Va- 
luable and Precious in his Sight; ſo we ſhould be dear to ach 
 J other; our mutual Proſperity in particular, and the Glory of the 
I Church in general, ſhould be the Objects of our living and dying 
Cares and Prayers. We are mam Members, but one Body. 1 Cor. 
$12. 10. We are all one in Chrif? Jeſus. Cal. 3. 828. 
+ | Confidering, therefore, how near we are to Chiift, how near we 
| | are to each other in Relation, it ſhould promote a greater Near... Þ 
netz in Affection, Loving the Brotherboed. 1 Pet. 2. 17. accord- ul 
+ Jing to the Apoſtles Direction: The Term, A/Saget, here, is very 
5 affecting and inviting, to the diſcharge of a Duty, the Deceasd 
e Yabounded in. His Affection was always conſtant and ſteddy ta 
Ihis Paſtor, (whom he was an Inſtrument of bringing from his nas + 
| Ftive Place to this:) He was faithful to him in all the Troubles hs 
I has met with in this Place, and loved him as well, when he was 
. {wounded in the Houſe of his Friends, as when he had the moſt 
neral Regard, knowing how to eſteem and honour him for his 
ork's Sake. © oe See 
This Conſtancy and inviolable Affection, was maintained to 
e _ IIthis poor Church ce Chriſt; it was not all the Shades that dwelt # 
fupon it, nor yet all the Storms that fell upon it, could make this 
Pithful Man leaye his Place; but he would ſtill make good his 
_ Covenant, 
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Covenant, in giving himſelf up unto us, by the Will of God; 
- maintainning the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. Þ#| 
Leet us, therefore, as Brethren, imitate this Example ; and let us, 
with the greateſt Sincerity, love as ſuch, who ſtand in ſuch a Re- 
lation to Chriſt, and each other. 28 fn 


Io make this Head the more extenfively uſeful, I ſhall a little 
i farther enlarge the Character by applying it 
1. To the Witneſſes of his Exit: Some of us, his Spiritual 
WF Relations, ſaw, with Concern and Grief, his awful Demiſe: - 
Lou ſaw the awful Horrors of Death fitting upon his pale Face; 
Fou ſaw the Conteſt ended; you ſaw the Spoils and Victory of 
Death in his lifeleſs Corpſe ; and, as you ſaw him taken up from | 
us, maya double Portion of his Spirit of Integrity, Sincerity and 
| Honeſty, deſcend upon your Minds. 2 Kings 9. 10. That the 
Improvement of theſe Words may be the more = to your 
Fouls, as Death begun the Sermon in a peculiar Manner unto you. 
{ 1 2 4 0 | | 
2 t. To his natural or legal Relatives : Let us hearken to the 
Voice of a dead Father, a dead Brother, a dead Kinſman; let us 
remember his Concern for our Peace and Proſperity, ſhewn in his 
Choice of theſe Words, with all that reſpe& to his Memory which 
|| it deſerves from us; let us ſtudy to practice and love the Advice | 
hae has left us, in this his laſt ſpiritual Legacy; And ſee that we | 
Ado not fall out by the Way. Gen. 45. 24. Don't let us, his Chil- 
{| dren, light his dying Care and Charge; but praSice the Duties 
recommended in the Text, with all poſſible Concern and Diti- 
| pence ; that as God has made another Breach upon us, by Death's , 
- 3nvading the Family again, Let us hear the Foice of the Rod, and | 
F*=-who hath apporntedest. Mic ah 6. 9. We are following our Father 
to the Grave, and finking into the Duſt after him, and therefore 
1 ſhould be preptring, as out Lord adviſes, Be ye alſo ready. Mat. 
224. 44. And, let us enjoy each other, as much as we can, ſince 
our time is ſhort, and we are going to part. FE Te 2 
Tiranſtvere Patres ſimul hinc tranſibimus omnes. 

| 

| 
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3. To the Servants of the Famile: You know his Bounty to 
ſome of you; you! tiſte the Fruits of his Kindneſs, and reap the 


Benefit of your dead Maſter's Reſpe&t : See then, that your Gra- 
titude be manifeſtcd, in praftifirg what is recommended in the 

Text; remembring, that you have a Maſter in Heaven, who de- 
mandas and deſerves all your religious Service. lam a Mafeer, 
M where is ny Fear ? Sn God. Mal. 1. 6. You have been, and 


are, 


* ' 0 Tr. ** : _ 


„are, ready to ſerve an Earthly, how much more ready ſhould you 
* be to ſerve your Heavenly Maſter; whoſe Work is Wages, and 
' | whoſe Reward is Grace ? But, on the contrary, the Neglect of 
ſerving him, will end in your being beaten with many Stripes. 
Z n 2 
„4. To his Neighhour: As Men ſtand in Relation to old Adam, 
us a natural Head; ſo we may be Brethren; and the Advice, in 
this Text, may be recommended to you alſo; eſpecially, his 
| pious Neighbours of any Perſwaſion. We are Brethren, as ok 
| the ſame Land, as owning the ſame Proteſtant Faith; and there- 
fore, ſhould live in Peace, as we expect the Preſence and Bleſſing 
| ofthe God of Peace. Mens erring, even in Fundamentals, does 
not put a Right into our Hands to abuſe 'em ; but ſhould put a 
Thought into our Hands to pray for em. 2 Tim. 2 2g. Much 
more, where our Differences are in leſs weighty Matters, all poſ- 
ſible Tenderneſs and Love ought to be manifeſted to each other. 
There are ſome unhappy Inſtruments among us, to ſpirit up the : 
g . | Prejudices, and fire the Paſſions of Neighbours one againſt ano- 
gs | ther, on Account of their Differences in Opinion; what Intereſt + 
ſach Men deſerve is very plain, if we conſider, how much Iniqui- 
| ty anck Barbarity reſults from it; how much it tends to indulge a 
| Breach of that Command, Thou ſhalt lde thy Nerghbour a 


; 
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My (ine 


thy ſelf. Mat. 19. 19. Let us, therefore, be as Inoffenſive to each 
s | other as we can, imitating the Example of the Deceas d, who _ 
. | livd in Peace, that Envy can't blaſt his Reputation as a plain, 

': | peaceable, honeſt Neighbour: Let us alſo be as helpful to each, 
2 | Other as we can, in all the Offices of Chriſtian Affectien and 


-e | «ſults from Ignorance, Bigottry and Pride, gs 
t. | 1 ſhall now proceed to the next Thing propoſed. _.. *. 
de 2. To conſider the Subſtance of the Valedie ion it ſelf. that is, -4 
| [Farewel.) Xaigers. The Word was vſed, both at the meeting 
Ind parting of Friends, among the Greeks ; ſignifying properly 
to | to rejoyce, [Brethren rejoyce] in thoſe Privileges you enjoy, and 
te be chearful in the Duties you are to perform. I wiſh you alt 
a- | Happineſs in this Life and the next, therefore rejcyce: Thus Paul * 
he I falutes the Brethreriat . AN 18. 21. That tho'hecould _ 
e- - not continue with them in Perſon; yet he left them his moſt affe-, 
r, | ftionate Wiſhes, as he bad em Farewol. hen 


xx | facred Friendfhip ; loathing that Strangeneſs and Bitterneſs, which 


— W 1 
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F Giveme Leave to apply this to the Church of Chil here; fat, 
as theſe Words are recommended to you, by your. deceas d Bio- 


ther, it is as much as if he had ſaid, © Sickneſs prevents my being 
{ © where you are to ſerve God; Death, in a little time, may take 

a meawar, and I ſhall no more ſee you in the Houſe of God be- 

© low, as I did, upon all Occaſions, in my Health; and, theres 
© fore, I rake my Leave of you, by wiſhing you all that Proſpett- 
© ty, which I have ſometimes ſeen among yoꝑ9. 
This Valediction includes Four Things in it. 
1. His Wiſhes for the Health of our Bodies. This makes us 
reliſh the Enÿoyments of Life ; nay; it's that, which, in ſome 
| Senſe, gives Being to em: What Appetite can a-Man, upon a 
Bed of Pain and Languiſhing have, to the Entertainments of 
|| Senſe? Deſires fail, when weariſom Nights are appointed to us; 
| . as Fob 7. 3 O ! What an Happine 8 Is Health? And how 
_ ought that and Time to be improved for the Glory of God; in 


. =” 
D,, nd © nts med 


' that Place, where there is no Sickneſs ? Iſaiab 3.2: 
228. His Withes for the Proſperity of our coals No Man can 
thrives in his Soul, grows in Grace, and preſſes on towards: Per- 
tection. V. 9. For, the Original Word comprehends all the 
enjoy. O Then let us beg an Enereaſe of Grace, growing up 
1 | PAS | 
3. His Wiſhes for the Kelle of our Families; for the Succefs 
3 of our Affairs; for the Flouriſhing and Brightneſs of our Circum- 
ſtances; for a Portion of the good Things of this Lite, and another 
{ we might have-Peace, Purity, Plenty and Comfort, in our Ha- 
| bitations eſpecially, leaving his Fatherleſs with his God and 
4 His Wiſhes and Works for the Church's Glory : ; Who 
more Earneſt upon this important Account than the Apoſtles 7 
the Gofpel than he? Night and Day praymg, for the Church-of 
God, exceedingly. 1 Th-:ſ. 3. 10. Tbs alte, his Labours, for 
\ Fitigable in promoting of it: For, thus he ſays, That he laboured 
| , more ahundgnth than they al. I Cor, 15. 20/7 $9 youn der d 


Order to our everlaſting Happineſs, and ſhining Refidence in] 
fire-well, in the Senſe of the Apaſile in this Place, except he 
| Hood Things all that Felicity and Proſperity Body or Soul can 
into Chriſt every Day. 3 
for our Children; Making 'em. liks a. Flock. H. 107, 41. That 
ours. Jer. 49. 11. 
. more frequent with God in Prayer for the Furtherance of 
| the ſame pious End, were great, and the good Man himfelf Inde- 


Fn Friend, 


cer} hop io 


3 * 
wW]s delighted, 


Purſe lary age i 1] Stream: 
8 Ap an ang jen then t 15 -of 15 
rs 2 Pec 9, honouring God with hi bis $6 ance, 


in Beſid hemight. not only 
REP x o what t b. FF? lar oppor: wif wil * ons 


time, appear from. his laſt Will and Teſtament: H Was willing 

the Miniſtry ſhould ſuffer as little Fire ible by his Peath; that 

the Church Would miſs, paching erſon; ; and, tha that God's 4 

| Poor amongſt us, might be ly | refreſh d by rhis 0 dying Boun- 

hel ty to em. Thus to do e. communicate "be did not for- 
af] get, not pet an holy V Ambition, to be eh in good Works of this 
kind: He was not 7 Nin the Ark ſhould. Und for want of Rez | 
pairs after his Death 4 therefore did What he could well do, 
to make ſome N for that End; wiſhing his Conduct may 
en ſuch as are able to exceed him herein. x 
Having thus finiſhed the firſt Thing propoſed, 1 precced; 


II. To 3 the Heads (particular) of his. very e 
1 [Be perfect; be of good Conifort ; be of ons Mind; live | 
In Face. ] The Duties the Apoſſle here adviſes to, are of the ut- 
moſt Importance, neceſſary for the preſent Comfort, and eternal 
e of ever 1 in particular; neceſſary to the Comfort 
Ei am 


ilies; nece 54 to the Proſperity of Churches, end the 
lory.of. any Land: But, in an eſpecial Manner, the A ys 
_ here, is recommended to you by your deceas d Brother, 33 
a Practice neceſſary for the Glory of God, and yotr own Combor. 
What the Aflembly obſerves upon this Text, is worthy your 
Notice ; and therefoxe, 1 wal recite it, © To three principal 


« Maladiesy 1 
45 þ 


oc Car) 
'f 
ay wat Sami rl 


= = following: che Ad 
8 ye ncere. ; following the. vice 
imitating the Example of your deceax'd Brothe ; 


ta who gave us, 
all the whole of his Management, the mol. elear Evidences 
4 a plain Man like 


Jacab, but free from his Subtilty-; and of 


11 — oy which Character of his, being a ſincere and 


ers [honeſt Man, is a brighter one than zhe CharaGer ot a cunning 
t the former, Gen, dio bell n= 1 — * 


Kt, and ſubtle Man withou 
— I ſhall conſider this Perfection more particulatl 0 
7 


1. As g elating to individual Members in an 
2. As relating to the gongregate Body in — = 1940 
17 


1, As relating 
tis the Daty of ory one to love Chriſt in Sincetity, and ſe 


thereforea Reference to Individuals, it includes ; 
1. Correction of Vice. {Be 


bling Springs of Corruption in our Souls; we are to watch, op 


which defile and deform our C 
ons, Roms 7. * 
in and Lives, as they are deſtructive ta our Comforts, 
to our Sonls, if the Covenant did not ſtand faſt with us in Chriſt, 


ogitatious, Inclinations and AQi- 


Aids to mortifie Deeds of the Body, Nom. 8. 13. 
from doing any groſs Acts of Iniquity, as to abſtain from all Ap- 
| peatances of Evil, 1 Theſ. 5. 22. So that the Apoſtle i in giy 
e- | this' Advice, recommends to every Member the crucifyi 

24 — that were the Cauſe of their Carnality, their Schiſms — 
iviſions, Jam. 4. 1. For as Efttus ane the Apoſtle di- 
ess them by this to corre®, or amend their former Vices; and, 


d } ſeems to point out to me two very. conſiderable Duties, the re- 
newing of Ads Repentance when we fall, libowring tal; in the 
Ground we have loſt, and doing all we can towards 2 Rios 
tion by that Glory we had, 185 upright without Inelinatĩon to 


* 


"_ oy. 


therefore value Comfort in a Life, ang hope 


of his 
being a ſincete Man like Nathanaeh, an Iſraltty indeed, i in 


to Individual Members in — IF Thar 
erve 
him with the ſame Temper of Mind, Epb. 6, 246: As it was 


| fett.] ny to W | 
len to chaſtiſe, correct, mortiſie and ſubdue, all mental and pra- 
* JAical Iniquity ; F we are to complain and pray againſt the bub» 
and war, againſt all thoſe polluted, muũdy and black Streams, 


Our Indignation againſt the Sins of our Hearts 
and might bs 


— — - ——-— * 


ſhould be very great, and that will excite us to implere divine. 
o be ſo far 


11 


Ju the Word Kzrag]izeds, ſignifies to reſtore, or renew; ſo it 


Sin, 2 


mam Duty, you muſt know there are Four * are 


() 
Lib,” _ beautiful N wwe ien 8 


2 82 1. includes, ion of Want: 


Shade or Stein ups 
of 5 $34 FTCLEL LIVER 
Theſe People waive] 
„and keep them pe 
tions were f is 
t x wanted Abdndance of humblif 
Jarrs' had eaten out the Life & 


In 
grezt4dea] of Grace, 1 livel 
able; their Graces ' were -weak, their < 
and their Diviſions man 
and quicknin: Grace; 
Power of Re igion among ” Nm, as we find they were weak k 


Babes, and carnal as Men, 1 Cor. 3. 1, 3. And therefons th 
are here adviſed to do their Duty, that cheſe Wants of their 
might be. ſupplied; eb in Prayer, a the Halm for thi 
Mercy, fal. 119. 3 

3. It includes; Proficierce in Good + Four Wants ant tink 
have been many; but now I would have you preſs after a-Con 
formity eo Chriſt, with the gieateſt Vigour and Farneſtneſs, a 
you have loſt fo much Time BR Ground by your religious Con 
teſts ; preſſing forward, preſſing towards 4 "4 Mark for the Priz . 
Hil- 3. 14. Our Proficience in Grace and good Works, 
to4zfRtav long as our Lives; for we ſhould be always Ambition 
of being as much like God, and doing as much "of him, ik i 
ble, as we mall be and wy when we ſhall ſee him | 


were poſh 
2 10% 1 hn 3 2. 

2. Ital Enfider this Perfedtion; as relating to the congre 
Ja Body in general, Be perfect; be united in Affection anc 
Communion; de ſound, or whole, that the Body of Chriſt ma 
not he toin 0 Pieces by Faction aby more. Repair the Brea 
vou have made; mend what has been amiſs in time paſt; and 
take Care ot ts fame: Evils for the time to come, elſe thi 
Perfection of the Body will be prevented. For, as Mr. Pool ob 
_ © ſerves, the Word ſignifies, to be compact, or united, as Met 
2 ders of the fame Body, or Parts oſ the ſame Houſe ; the Per 
© feftion ofa Society lying much in the Union of it. "This Per 
f-Qion and Glory of [this Church, our Bleſſed Lord pays fo 
Jobn 17. 21, 23. That the Members of it may be one, and mad 
perfect in one; let ys therefore labour after this Unity, and 
mote it all we can, fince twill advance the Perfection, ag: en. 
— Glory of this Society. - 
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is the Union of its Parts would make em eaſier and ſti 
Wut Paviſes em to be perfect; & That is, as Pol upon the Place op- 
* an ſerves, that the atcdlen the Apottle preſleth hee, ſcemerh id 


ak I be the ParfeRtion of the Body of the Church. by the reſtoring of 
-thſ* ſuch as were ſeparated from its Commiunior); or had, r I 
weir 8 "ou of Contention, withdrawn themſelves.” '_ N 
r thi t was therefore the Duty of the Miniſters to uſe al pie 

| Means to heal ſuch ſick, ſer ſuelr diſlocated and blind up, if anf 
rate of their broken Members: It was alſo the Duty of the Society 

itſelf, to manifeſt its Tenderneſsto ſuch, whereby the Si | 
of their Defires for the Church's Perfegion, d brightly ap- 


pear; thus ſays the Apaſtle, F am Man” be overtaken, 180 


ere, reſtore ſuch a one in the Spine 1 
eiou Word; And as Leigh, Crit. Sacr. obſetves, it fignifies, a6 Ke | 
"if if him in Joynt again. The Phraſe is bonptied Sur 
ale who, — 4 — deal with a broken Joynt, will handle the fam 
1 very tenderly, the Bone that is broken, o as it may 
e. — and ff ſtrong as ever it was.” Such a Management 
nd as this, in Obedience to the Command of Chrift, will yield"th: 
Body and ſuch Members as theſe are, Peace upon a dying Bed. 
hey 2. He adviſes to a Prepararion ot proper Stones forthe butld- {| 
ing: For the Word alſo ſignifies, to prepare and mals fit; it 
ſpiritual Stones decay, and Kal out of God's Houſe, weak ning 
1 — — tis our Duty to uſe all Means poſſible to put em 
in; conſidering we are his Houſe, and that it is our in- 
t Duty to provoke one another to Love and good 
Works 2 For, as we — to prefer the Felicity ot the Church above 
our chiet Joy ; ſo we ſhall die with the more Eaſe and Comforz 
_ we have done what we can, leaving it happy and flou- | 
riſhing. 
3. He adviſes to the Conj junaion of divided Materials, for 
Strength in the Sacred Pile: To joyn, to put, or glew together 
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Prize] which ate ſpiritual, Karaęrit 
ught of Meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. Wnere there is the ſame Ol 


and corroberate, when any of the Materials fall down, we muſt 
do what we can to put em u 
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ta be of good Comſort, ſince we can't looſe our beſt Treaſure, 
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bry, we ſhall NaKE Ute 


44. ad ebene the Perfedion ot the Holy Building, Forthe || 
euns bafoxe-praſcribed, will tend very much to 4 
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and Janda ſubmitted to. We muſt not ſatizhe ourſelves 
a Pm; i Degrees pf Puzity in Doctzine Worſhip, Diſcipline 
Wow): ice ; [fox mn _y 2 alſo guiſe, to perfect and 
theſe, exaQ] + qv Seripture Ragdard, and 
. ** with agen tha Chugch _ 


de, be ſizengrhened, confirmed, heart ned: and recruit, 


mer fays in, me ye ſhall have Peace, Joby 16. 
for Chriſt, and: a [ſi 
recommended to us: The | 

uments to raiſe eur Comfont and excite modeſt Chearhulneſs; | 
the Hand of God or Men, are very many and great; as the 
od ok the Covenant drops Honey, as all we ſuffer, ſhall work 
together fox our Good, and is at work for us aifar more 
excellent and cternal Weight of Glory, Ha. 89. 32. Rem. vel 


ring, any. 


de a very ſtrong Support to us. 


ſinee the — ion of God's Saints cant ob him of 


his beſt Portion, in whom is all Treaſures and every Good. Be 
| eonkfizmed, and | prefer Afflictions for Chriſt, as Moſes did, ma- 


gniſeſting it by ies joyſully the ſpoiling of your Goods, Heb. 
10. 34. 
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2, When we looſe Life for Chriſt; We are adviſed to ho of ; 
Comtort then, to die chearfully for our Lord, that we may 


eternal Life, is our Duty and Intereſt, if God calls us to 15 
for 40 die is gain. 


3. When we have an affeding Senſe of our Intereſi in Love 
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. When we Woſe Friends by Death: it is chen dur Duty 
to pay unte God, à Very chearful n do his Sowereig 
helives, and hie takes, bleſſed De che Name ef che Lord, 
1. 21. We ought to be dutifully Ment, as the Pfalmiſt as, 
V. 49. 9. ' Is chere any Severity or "Hardſhip in God R-. 
Ing away oth dear Friends ton World chat is Al ler and Fe: © | 
liaty, to 'a Mite, that is aN Purity, Extaſy and Baſe? Ne, | 
e 
de de one. dull dre murmur bet God "Bi 
taken tim Bg ercly Deftferticfit, and relenſed Him From eyet 
Min? We tizve no Ctuſe to Sorrow, 'as thoſe) who ave 
Hope ; tho" when che deceas d Wis" asked How it was wich 
he manifeſtell, hrt ſome Stisdes and Dolſtes wete in his Mi 
yet, when he Was ask d agen, Whether all thit God had dong 
[| for him, or that he had done for Goll, was in vain? He an- 
| foerd, Thit he hoped it was net; and, then, manifeſte 2 
| encreating Strength in his Hopes, That; he did-ndc die with 
that Aﬀﬀoratice and Joy, as ſome do, was owing partly to Hs 
| Diſeafe, and partly 40 the Evetiheſs'6f his Temper; which Was 
not ſuited 'erther to very lofty Elevations, or very deep De- 
jections. Shall I, therefore, offer a few Arguments to promote dur 
Comfort on this 'Otcifion, that we may follow the'Apoſfle's, 
and a dying Friends Advice? —— Be ef good Comfort, for, 
1. Conſider, that Saints have a Propriety in eath, a: 
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b Egtitudes it was attended with, till this Friend came f 
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2. Conſider, that Saints have a Conqueſt over Death, as an 
Rey: That thro' Chriſt, who brightens the Shades, and is 
dhe Plague of Death. Death, in a Believer's dying, is ſwal- 

lowed up in Victory, and aſcends (his Spirit) triumphing over f 
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| _duce us to lift up our Heads, as our Salvation is nearer than we 


+ 3. Another particular Duty the Apoſtle recommends, is, Una- 
nimity ok Mind in Doctrine and Affection. [Be of one Mind] We 
{ * .thonld all aim at this, with eager Concern; ſince a Oneneſs in 
l Judgement and. Opinion, tends to promote a Oneneſs in Affection. 
1 How pathetically and affedionate does the Apoſtle recommend 
| this Doty, 1 Cor. 1. 10. Now, I beſeech you Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thin 
and that there be no Diviſions among you; but that ye be perfed 
Jeyn'd together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 
We ſhouf1 labour to be of one Mind, in the Doctrine gf Chn 
and the Management of the Affairs of his Hquſe, with the. ut- 
| + "moſt. Diligence; for this being of one Mind, includes, Tan 
ing Truth, as with a Guard; our maintaining all rhe Truthz d 
\ : Chrih, as a, Town is kept by a Gartiſon in hme af War, and 
defended from all Aſſallante, as the Original Word, eren, 
£Ggnifies, | Idi! one having Ihe ſame Grace and * 


TY] this Head with a Note of Mr. ots, Be'of one Mind, if poſſible ; 

5 of one and the ſame Fudpment in the Truths .of God; howener, 

0 as purſuing the ſame Scope and End ; be on in Afedion. The 
der Motives to the Diſcharge of this Duty, might be alſo inſiſted on; 
but i can only caſt a Glance upon it, as our Intereſt, and zliat 

et hereby we ſhall ſhine with more of the late Glories of the Church 

nat Milicant; when there will be one Heart, one Language, and one 
Way in the Barth; as, alſo, hereby we ſhall enjoy ſomething of 
we the Pleaſure, and reſemble, with a comparatively faint Luſtre; | 
I the Glory and Felicity of the Church Triumphant, who is One in 
2- | her Thoughts, Affections and Songs. 


t thar died for our Peace, and to a State where the Suggeſtions of 

af Satan, or the Paſſions of Men, can't ruffle the Mind, or intet- 
21 7=pt its Peace. Thus the End of the perfect Manis Peace,” Plal. | 
W 37. 37. And you ſce the only Way to die in Peace is to lire 
IIe. What Comfort and Satisfaction ſuch can now have in chcit 1 
av] coo} Moments, that have had their Heads and Hands. deep in 
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a8] to maintain and keep the valuable and præcidus Truths of Chriſt, 
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in out Hands, by an earneſt Coriertiom fot the Fach once 
al But if we ſhould not'happen to be of one Mind in the comfa- 
aut catively leaſt important Teuths of Chriſt; let us be One in Affe: 


pd aion ; let not ſmall Diffefetices in Judgment, alienate your Love | 
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from each other, or quench' the. ſacred, uſetul and neceſfary 
Flame. Tet us all be of the ſame Mind to maintain this Unity 
of Spirit, uſing all amiable and proper Means, to feed and in- 
creaſe the bright ning Fire; having Compaſſion one of another, 


om] and loving as Brerhren,: 1 It. 3.8. Nom. 12. 16. In which 
ing and maintaining this: Unity 


Texts, the beſt Means of 
in Affection, is ſuggeſted to us, (viz.) Humility, Condeſcention; 


Pe and Compaſſion; which I might largly infaſt upon, but conclude 
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4. And laſtly, Another particular Duty the Apoſtle teconi- 
ought to be very buſily employ d in; [to hve in Peace} as the con- 


Peace; how much we have been influencd by the God of 


parting to a World of Spirits that ate all Peace, to a Redeemct 


C ”  contiiving 
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mends, is, Activity of Life in the Promotion of Peace. This we 


Peace, we ſalt have the greater Aſſurance of our being then de- 


deliver d: to the Faints, 77 ä V. 3. +$ £7 -+ x0 tl 'X FIT. i Y? | 1 


ſcĩentious Diſcharge of this Duty, will tend mach to our own 
Compoſure and Peace, upon a dying Pillow ;. confidering how | 
much we have acted like ſuch, as have been born from a Land of. 


f Fin of cur Anger is over, we find, to our Pain and Sorrow, that 
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apprehend, intimates to us, that we ought 


From 


munis Duty of living in Peace; for there can be 
dliging than that Peace Which 


eus Hearts and Minds, thro cur Peace wking Lord, Fil. 4. 7. 


Care, that we don t give any 
- adviſes, 1 Cor. 10. 32. For herein we ſhall be very kind to ours 
diftreſhng Concern: as the 


tefore it be meddled with, Prov. 17. 14. Eur we are to live in 


Duty to do what we nk for the goven:ing and fixing our Paſh- 
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Frace God. — ve, 


nttiving and effectin 
know not, or what 


they come to expire, 2 ys, Diſtur⸗ g 
bers of the Peace; cauſing and maintalning i am 
to the e we haye taught. 1 can't * „ but bas 


uty of ſuch to begin and now tun their Tho nel 
27 To follow Rig 100 meſe,: Foith, Charity and Peace, 2 5 
According as Cad bas called usto Frack, 1 Cor. J. 15, 4 

4 we are commanded de be at Peags atnong ourſeves, 1 Theſ. « 
Ho [And as it ought io he the ruling Provid ple in Souls, Cob13-15. 
dome render the Words, Eglwite ire, [have Peace] which 1 
to cheriſſi all Incli- 
ations to Peace; that we ought to preſerve our own Minds 
the ruſſling Billous; and angry Waves, of a ſtormy Temper, | 
0 we raiſe 4 I. in the caſts of others, and fo bring a 
orm the Church of God. 1 conceive it alſo includes a 
iſh for the Enjoyment of Peace with God ; the comfortable 
Apptehenſions whereof. will tend very much to the promoting 
mare Os 
paſſeth Knowledge; At it keeps 


1 ſhall now conclude this Head, hy 22 you a few Directi- 
ons, to affiſt you in the Management this lovely and heavenly 


Duty. Attempt to live in Peace; 
1. By prudent Precautions a & the Breach of Peace; -tiking 
on of Offence, as the Apoſile 


ſelves, as well as others; as ſuch a Management will preſerve us 
hem many 2 Sin, preventii many painful Thoughts, and much 

, 667 4 of Peace muſt: needs make 
a Breach vpon ou; Comfort, unfitting us very much for, and dif- 
compoſing us very much in the Duties of Religicn ; and therefore, 
we thovid take the wiſe Man's Advice, to leave off Contention 
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By crveifying the paſlions that his der 8 Wpen che J 


we have been Forch'd by our OWN Flames; For a Man of. x reat 
Wrath ſuffers Puniſhment. Prov. 19. 19. It is, — aut 
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| | eng as they gught to be; Grucifzing the Fleſh, with its irrepulag 
. By maki Cogceſſions for Peace: We muſt - ac- 


3. By making er e: V - 
| cis. Faults to each. other, and pray for our, Preſexva» 
| tion frem the like Crimes for the time to come, Jam. 5.16, Butz 
hei Alas! Our Pride ſtands in the Way too often, and we lengehen 
n out ayr on Sorrows, Suntec that which is a very great 
and bright Part of the Chriſtian's Her and Duty: For, ag 
our Submiſſion and Conformity, to the Command of the God of 
Peace. in this Caſe, is our Glory; ſo it will yield us Abundance 
. Pleaſure; as his Ways: are Pleaſantneſs, and his Paths arg | 
ids] 4. By eager Purſuits after Pease: We are to follow Peace when 
it retreats; and ta purſue it whenir flies; See, Heh. 12. 14. Hal 
34.14. But, inſtead of this, the Poiſon of another's Spirit ig 
apt to infe& us, and induce vs to turn our Backs upon Peace, jg 
if it was very much below the Dignity of our Nature; however, 
we are to do every poſſible thing for Peace, Ream. 12.18 Becauſe 1 
we are ſuch that profeſs to be travelling to à peaceable Habitari- 
one whey 5 are no ruffling Jarrs, or angry Conteſis; See, 
Y | 22s 18. 7 A SIDE £97 ml (1790 uri vue of 17 
ti- | 4” ſoa now propoſe ſome Motives to excite and animate ug = 
| to live-in Peace, as blefſed/be God we now do; but] muſt pro- 


amiable Management of ourſelves, in Submiſſion to the Apaſthe's 
Advice in the Duties juſt recommended. [ Aud the God of Lens 
end Pract ſball be with you. The Enjoyment of the ſpecial and 
iar Preſence of God, 3s very neceſſary for the Comfort of a 
if lever in Life, and at Death in particular; as alſo, for the 
e, | Proſperity of the Church in general. The Fieſence of that 
| God, who is the Author and Approver of Love and Peace, is ne- 
ceſſary for particular Saints; as our Love will grow cold to him 
I and each other, as well as to our own Souls, unleſs our Affection 
he is maintained and increaſed in us, by the affectionate Flames of 
at | him that is the God of Love. | . 5 
at The Enjoyment of this Favour, will cure us of many Doubts 
at | in Life, and of many Fears in Death; becauſe, according to the 
i- Warmth aud Fervency of our Affedion to God, and every one, 
"= 5 C2 . 
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WH of Gr Intereſt, in that Peace, made by the Sufferings and Death 


'  rime we have been here, a ſufficient Apology for” my oy © 


( 26 Ke. 
Image, we ſhall have the Jeſs Sup piciow 
ok our Sincerity ; ; which Jealouſy ſhocks our humble Contidenite 
— now, aud will prevent our chearful Surrender” of our 


God when! we die, commending our Parten in into his 
n did. 74770 5112 nir 


is is alſo neceſſary, chat we might live by Faith inthe Views 


ok him who is our Peace, Epb. 2. 14, / As'alfo; thit'we might 
not fear when we come to the moſt awful Horrots, the moſt tacx- 
bi Ing Pains, and moſt lowering Shades of Death, bot rad die 
with great C and Serenity,” Hal. 23. 4. 
7 But to conclude: It's alſo neceſſary for the Proſper ity of the 
Church i in General, as it promotes her! Acquaintante” with, and 
Afﬀurance of the divine Favour, which is better than Life; as it 
- brightens the Gifts, ſirengthens' the Graces, and encieaſes the 
Number of Saints i the Church; for, as the Preſence of God is 
f her Defence, Security, Proſperity: and Glory; I have but juſt 
Mited st ſome of thoſe valuable Privileges we enjoy, in the Pre- 
|, Fence of the God ef Love and Peace; hoping the Copiouſneſu pf 
'. the Subject, will be ſome Excuſe? f6r my tolixcity, and the long 


i nder this Head. 
Rinally, Let us, in the Obſervance ef. theſe Duties, haveidde 
| Fruit unto Holineſs, Sc. Remembring, that the divine Pre- 


ſienoe in living and dying Moments, i is the greateſt Honour and 

' " Happineſs a Creature can enjoy here; and, as this Management 
of ourſelves will be ſecceeded by more eminent Proofs of the 
divine Preſence here; ſo we ſhall hereafter, as un e of Indul- 
gence and Giace, be admitted into his — Preſence; 

. where there is Fallneſs of Joy; and where we ſhall be ever wich 
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